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Southwest Florida Section MBCA 

selected as 

Section of the Year, 2014 
See President’s Column, page 2 

 

Monthly Breakfast Meetings 
 

Ft. Myers area... Mimi’s Café  
2nd Saturday of most months. 
Next Meetings - July 11, August 8 

      
Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge  
4th Saturday of most months. 
Next meetings -  July 25,  August 22 
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“More Than a Car Club. 
 We’re a Community!” 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

 From the President 
 

Greetings to all and welcome to our 8 

new members,  40 dual section members, 
and 46 renewed members since 5-01-15.  

Our Section membership currently stands 
at 422 members (as of 7-01-15) and we have gained 
46 new members so far this year. Since 1-01-15 we 
have had 11 members transfer in to SWFL from other 
MBCA Sections. We welcome these new and trans-
ferred members to SWFL and look forward to seeing 
each of you at a future Section event.   Please keep up 
the good work recruiting new members and renew 
your individual effort to bring in at least one new 
member this year!  If you are happy with your Section, 
your Section’s activities, and the benefits of MBCA 
membership, you will be our best spokesman for re-
cruiting new Club members. We are still looking for 
members interested in volunteering to become Direc-
tors of SWFL to help us in the management of your 
Section. 

Congratulations to the Southwest Florida Section and 
your Leadership Team.  Southwest Florida has been 
selected as the MBCA Section of the Year for 2014.  
This award was from the five sections that applied for 
the honor out of the 86 Sections in MBCA. Our selec-
tion for the award was unanimous by the selection 
committee.   

We have to thank Director Tom Starrett for preparing 
the input for the award.  He did a great job document-
ing our accomplishments in the following categories: 
Membership numbers, Newsletter publication, Co-
sponsored events, Social events, Auto-related events, 
Membership promotion, Charity events, Advance 
events planning, and Treasurer’s report.  Tom included 
a number of pictures in our submittal from our events 
from last year highlighting each of the categories.  It 
was truly a fantastic submittal and resulted in the selec-
tion of Section of the Year for 2014. 

This Section of the Year award follows our SWFL Sec-
tion selection as the Electronically Distributed Newslet-
ter of the Year for 2013.  Our thanks to our Newsletter 
Editor Jerry Kinderman for his continuing preparation of 
our fantastic newsletter. 

Our past Regional Director Scott Suits will be at the 
Fort Myers Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s on July11th to 
present the award.  See you there! 

Tom Harruff, President, SWFL MBCA 

 

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 
 

President:   Tom Harruff 
 239-591-8049  tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Vice President:   Glen Sholl 

 239-272-1328  gsholl@comcast.net             
 

Secretary:   Anne Harruff 
 239-591-8049  AnneHarruff@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer:  Joel Taub 

 239-549-0435  taub.joel@gmail.com 
 

Section Directors: The Officers named above, and  
  

 John Meyer 

  239-450-1998   johnmeyersr@hotmail.com 

Ron Cordeau 
  239-322-8817   roncor@hotmail.com 

 Thomas Starrett 
   941-347-7119   tomstarr74@comcast.net 
 

Southeast Regional Director:  Pierre Hedary  

 407-765-2867  mbownersforlife@bellsouth.net 
 

Membership Chair:   Anita Kinderman 
 239-592-0926  SWFLMBCAmembership@gmail.com 
 

Sunshine Star Publisher:  Tom Harruff 

 1943 Empress Ct., Naples, FL 34110 
 239-591-8049  tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Editor/Director:  Jerry Kinderman 

 239-592-0926   editor.swflmbca@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster/Director:  Peter Blackford 
 239-592-9813    priuspete@gmail.com 
 

Facebook:  Mario Puente 

 239-204-7434    mpuente-benz@hotmail.com  

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published 
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all 
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections, 

MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.  

All copy for inclusion should be received no later than the first of any 

even-numbered month.  

Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating 

to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.  

Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal 
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine 
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc., 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.  

Call concerning commercial advertising rates .  

No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any ex-

pressed opinion or statement. 
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SWFL Section 2nd Annual Farewell Picnic, May 9, 2015 
Organized once again by Joel and Silvia Taub, another hearty group of friends gathered 
for our second annual hearty meal and a hearty ‘Farewell’ for our snowbird friends!  Barbe-
que catered by Famous Dave’s and deserts supplied by members kept everyone busy. 
So busy we totally forgot to get the customary group photo with the Section flag!  OK, that 
happens sometimes, mainly if our fingers are covered with BBQ sauce.   

 
The ravaged food containers spoke volumes, while Anita Kinderman convinced cooperative 
gentlemen to join in a “Get a cookie from your forehead to your mouth without using hands” 
contest.  Very classy. The winner, Jack Meyer, got to munch his cookie, however, there may 
have been some confusion at that point.  Good fun and camaraderie for all, and we look for-
ward to next year’s event!   
 
                 “I’m not sleeping...just looking at my cookie on the floor.” 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES, AND SECTION TRANSFERS  

TO THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SECTION, MBCA!  
 

Since the last newsletter;  Janet Bilotti, Lloyd Byerhof, Dennis Joseph Canino, 
Dennis Hart, Daniel Highbaugh, Lawrence Kulesia, Blake Mevis, and Bill Mitchell 

 

We’re so glad you’ve joined us! 
 

And Thank You to our 26 Renewed Members for your continuing MBCA Membership! 
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At our breakfast meeting at Mimi’s, Ft. Myers, May 9, 
Gary Eidson, no stranger to car perfection, shared his 
secret of using Scrubbing Bubbles, Magic Eraser and 
Mop ’n Glo for tire maintenance.  Post-meeting/eating, 
the group ogles and drips sweat over Gary’s ‘69 
SL230, noting the great appearance of his tires.  

At Amelia Island, your Editor with Peter Brock of BRE2 
Brock Racing Enterprises and Corvette Stingray fame, 
talking about good times with a ‘63 Stingray.  

OK,  that 
MIGHT be 
my face 
print on the 
hood… 
but it’s 
coming off, 
isn’t it? 

Proving that Mercedes-Benz come in all sizes 
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              Ron Cordeau 

 On the way up to Cincinnati, ~ 1200 

miles, I decided to use the vinyl bra. I 
wrapped the headlights and front license 
plate in Road Wrap plastic, as well as un-
der the bra to avoid scratching the paint. I 
protected the inside with seat covers and 
towels. On the way home, I just used the 
Road Wrap. 

Worked well! No rock chips or bug car-
casses. 

The judging was a bit different, not to my 
advantage, and was as follows: 

AULT PARK CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE 
JUDGING: 

In the spirit of a true Concours d'Ele-
gance, the Committee has elected to use 
a subjective style of judging. Rather than 
placing 100% emphasis on an automo-
bile's condition and restoration, true Con-
cours judging takes into account the im-
pact of the car as an art object, as well as 
the emotional response elicited by a vehi-
cle's historical provenance. Thus, we are 
placing an emphasis on design and histor-
ical significance in the equation.  

???? Huh????........... 

...So after all the toothbrushes, q-tips, and 
all the endless detail minded items in-
volved in cleaning a car after a 1200 mile 

trip, and with the car looking as perfect as 
my standards allow - I was to be denied 
by dirtier but more relevant cars! Received 
a yellow ribbon for a distinguished award. 
The reality was that the plain jane W126 
was nothing extraordinary or rare. 

Had fun, great weather after they predict-
ed rain for days before the event. Saw a 
bunch of beautiful Mercedes and other 
cars, which were fea-
tured and highlighted 
in the center of the 
field. And, after seeing 
the cars in the elite 
field, felt rather good 
to be a part of it.          

~ 

                     Monica Cordeau 
 
 I’d like to share the StarTech experience 
from a “Ladies” point of view. I really had a 
fun time and wanted to share the experi-
ence for those who couldn’t attend. 
This year was our first visit to StarTech. I 
must admit I wasn’t sure what to expect. 
As it turns out, I couldn’t have planned a 
better trip.  Pam Zelman, President of the 
Cincinnati Section, and her team did an 
outstanding job of putting this event to-
gether. We arrived Thursday and met 
Pam shortly after we entered the hotel. 
She immediately asked if we needed any-
thing, and  the entire weekend she made 
sure that every need was met. 
It wasn’t all cars. The Ladies of Mercedes 
were never overlooked. There were spe-
cial events planned just for us. Thanks to 
Kim Hagood, Carol Colclasure, and  Josie 
Lesler for all of their hard work. 

On Saturday, a Mercedes tech session 
was taught in 2 sessions by Mary Nohr of 
Buelton, CA. Mary and her husband Rich, 
are both aircraft mechanics turned Mer-
cedes technicians and run their own busi-
ness. Mary went through all the basics 
that everyone should know about main-
taining their vehicles. We had 4 different 
models of Mercedes that we got to prac-
tice on, so we got to see the similarities 
and differences between the different ve-
hicles.  There were about 15 of us in at-
tendance and lots of good questions 
asked. Very informative and nice to hear 
tech info from a woman’s perspective.  
Following the tech sessions an informal 
Meet and Greet was held for the Ladies in 
the hotel Library. Wonderful appetizers 
and beverages were provided, and we 
were able to meet new friends as well as 
mingle with old friends. I ran into Jill 
Brown from Austin, TX. Jill and I first met 
last fall on our MBCA Germany trip. I re-

cently started quilting and Jill also sews 
and quilts. Jill  came up with the idea of a 
MBCA quilt project. We have a few of us 
who are about to start brainstorming on 
ideas for that. More details on that as they 
develop.  There was a raffle of gifts that 
included pieces of  jewelry and a beautiful 
gift basket made by our own Ann Harruff. 
We missed you Anne!  And the winner of 
the gift basket is….. our own Edythe New-
bourne.  It was a lovely affair!    ~ 

  StarTech2015  

Ault Park Concours d’Elegance,  Cincinnati, Ohio Sunday, June 14, 2015  
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Editorial Natter ... 

How about that front page news?  Any-

one surprised?  Make you smile? Con-
gratulations to us, but we knew it all 
along anyway!  Be at Mimi’s July 11th! 

Don’t get near Tom Harruff with any large 
magnets. He’ll explain. We love ya, Tom! 

Congratulations to Joel Taub for taking 
on the job of Section Treasurer! He’s now 
a Director, too, so feel free to send your 
complaints to him. 

Page 7 has a great write-up and some 
photos of StarTech 2015 from Director 
Ron Cordeau. If you couldn’t attend, this 
is next best!  And the lovely Monica 
Cordeau added to that some highlights of 
her time there as a ‘spouse’, so you see 
there is always something for everyone. 

A few photos from past events are scat-
tered about this issue. Some are rele-
vant, some are just trying to be ‘artistic’.  
Just think, if YOU were the Editor, you 
could do it YOUR way, too!  [subtle hint] 

Submissions are always welcome and 
wanted. Letters and email, too, as we 
can all use the information. Thanks to 
Dick Davis for recent insightful info! 

Time for you to step up… be a SWFL 
Volunteer! Help share in the fun of run-
ning this Section. Everyone will welcome 
your enthusiasm!  No experience need-
ed! Good pay!  

Moooving along,  

 Jerry   

About the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America 
 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz 
enthusiast organization in the world. As 
a non-profit 501(c)(7) organization, the 
Club proudly serves close to 30,000 
Members who belong to one of 85 
MBCA Sections throughout North Ameri-
ca. MBCA’s mission is to provide Mer-
cedes-Benz enthusiasts with unique ac-
cess to casual and competitive car 
shows, cash savings on new Mercedes-
Benz vehicles, 24/7 online technical ad-
vice, parts and accessory discounts at 
participating Mercedes-Benz Dealer-
ships, performance driving events, safe 
driver training, plus world-class member-
ship conventions not available else-
where. A subscription to the Club’s 100+ 
page magazine, The Star, is delivered to 
Members every other month and is in-
cluded with annual membership dues of 
$55/U.S.; $65/Canada & International.  
 
MBCA’s national business office is head-
quartered in Colorado. For more infor-
mation about membership and member 
benefits, please visit www.mbca.org or 
call 800.637.2360 weekdays  8am-
4:30pm Mtn Time.  

More Than a Car Club.  
We’re a Community.sm    

On The Road (sort of) With The R 

 We’ve recently had work done on some 
issues with the R320CDI. Long story, 
but we’d like to thank our contacts for 
courteous, professional work. 

Thanks to Joe and Angela at European 
Motors for allowing me to dig around 
under the hood with them, and getting 
the 99,000 mile car running like new.  

At M-B Sarasota, we especially thank 
David Gaulman IV and Geoff Wertheim 
for taking us in immediately and getting 
our A/C problem analyzed. We felt bet-
ter knowing it wasn’t an emergency (just 

no A/C!). But we didn’t have time to 
have it repaired then, and had to contin-
ue our trip. Our  MBCA membership 
was honored with a generous discount, 
too. 

Back home, Chuck Searles at Mer-
cedes-Benz of Naples saw to it that our 
dead A/C was quickly dissected and 
repaired. Again, great service and the 
MBCA discount.  We can always count 
on Chuck for honest help with our is-
sues. 

Comforting to know that we can get 
great service at home or on the road! 

Jerry and Anita 

LETTERS and email to the Editah 

[regarding the photo of the field-mowing crew at 
Amelia Island Concours, issue 3, 2015, p.8]: 

“The mowing crew is NOT just a mowing crew, 
but Holstein Mooowers (probably from Wis-
consin) and deserve a more thorough men-
tion. 
A Holstein weighs 90 pounds or more at birth 
and stands 58 inches tall at the shoulder, 
weighing 1500 pounds at maturity. They can 
be bred at 13 months when they weigh 800 
pounds.  Now Jerry, I realize time and space 
is a concern for you as you layout each issue, 
BUT some things do require proper research.” 

Dick Davis  

http://www.mbca.org
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049 

Fun In The Sun! Another great breakfast meeting, which was the perfect start of Memorial Day Weekend.  
Here are some of our members and their guests, kicking tires in the parking lot as usual    Mario Puente  

Kittery Point ME, January 26, 2015  

      Alex Dearborn photo 
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Classified:  For Sale 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1980 Mercedes-Benz 450SLC  
$14,500 obo  Mileage: 73,250  Exterior: Blue / Interior: 
Beige.  Very well maintained vehicle in EXCELLENT 
CONDITION (mechanically and physically). Perfect col-
lectors vehicle. Enjoy driving without putting any expens-
es into it. Serviced by European Motors. Please contact 
for further information! Call 239-248-0623 or email at  
service@europeanmotorsofnaples.com. 
 

1985 Mercedes-Benz 500SEC Coupe  
Champagne/Beige; Runs well; Needs some work; FL all-
year; 122,000 mi; RWD; Serviced regularly at European 
Motors of Naples. $3700 OBO;  Call 216-470-5493 

 
1980 Mercedes-Benz 300D 
Chocolate exterior over tan interior, 131K miles, $8,000. 
239-450-1998. 

Photo “On the road”  
 by Anita Kinderman 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

Upcoming Events of Interest to Our Members 

Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America  

DATE 2015 EVENTS   CONTACT 

July 11 
SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 

Section of the Year Award presentation by Scott Suits 
239-591-8049 

July 24 Seminole Gulf Railway Murder Mystery Train & Dinner; RSVP Tom or Loretta 239-353-8234 

July 25 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

July 25 Summer Service Clinic, M-B Naples, 8 am—2 pm;  schedule appointment - 239-643-5007 

August 8 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049 

August 14 Broadway Palm Dinner Theater, Footloose the Musical. RSVP Tom or Loretta 941-347-7119 

August 22 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

August 22 Summer Service Clinic, M-B Naples, 8 am—2 pm;  schedule appointment - 239-643-5007 

Sept 12 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049 

Sept 26 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

Oct 10 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049 

Oct 24 SWFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049 

 

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web! 
http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/ 

and... 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-
Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-

America/258407040951839  

Do We Have Your Current Email Address? 
The Club and our own Section use electronic communications 
and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the NBO 
know of any changes to your email address to ensure up to 
date information with both the NBO and your Section. 
Contact Membership Services with your updates…   
 mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360. 

http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839

