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Breakfast Meetings, 9 AM
Ft. Myers area…Perkins @ 41 & 6 Mile
Cypress Pkwy.
2nd Saturday every month.
Next Meetings - February 9th, March 9th


Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge Rd.
4th Saturday every month.
Next meetings - February 23, March 23
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President’s Perspective

MBCA Southeast Regional Director:
Hank Webb hankwebb58@bellsouth.net

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:

This is our first newsletter of the 2019

year, and we look forward to many good
events and meetings for all to enjoy and participate. Of
course we have traditional events that occur annually, but
we will enjoy some new ones as well. We try to schedule
as much as possible in the time that our snowbirds are
with us up until about April, so that all can enjoy the car
and social events.
February will have the Cars on 5th Show on the 9th , and
we will be returning to a private group session at
RENNtech on the other coast on the 23rd. On Sunday
March 3rd, we will offer our Annual Picnic which is normally a few weeks later, but we only had certain dates to
lock up at Lakes Park. This is a great event that is always
fun, but will be even better because of the cooler weather
in early March. Our annual trek to Amelia Island Concours is from the 8th to the 11th. We have a group that travels together on a Thursday, stops at an interesting venue,
stays overnight, and arrives in Amelia on Friday. Following the Sunday show, we drive a short distance to St. Augustine where we dine, sleep and tour the next day before
driving home. Our member Peter Blackford is a superb
guide and plans a perfectly detailed trip that is always enjoyable. On April 6th, Monica has planned a Ladies of
Mercedes event that Anne Harrruff suggested and will assist. They will go to the Baker Museum in Naples for an
interesting exhibit and lunch. And our Annual Car Show
in Ft. Myers will be at the dealership on Saturday April
20th. We look forward to seeing many of you at these
events!
All the best to you in the new year. To your health, safety,
and happiness!!

President: Ron Cordeau
239-322-8817 roncor@hotmail.com
Vice President: Glen Sholl
239-272-1328 gsholl@comcast.net
Secretary: Monica Cordeau
239-322-9813 Monica.Cordeau@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joel Taub
239-549-0435 taub.joel@gmail.com
Membership Chair: Tom Harruff
239-591-8049 tharruff1813@comcast.net
Newsletter Design/Editor: Tom Starrett
941-347-7119 tomstarr74@comcast.net
Facebook Ace: Mario Puente
239-204-7434 mpuente-benz@hotmail.com
Section Directors: The Officers named above, and
John (Jack) Meyer
239-450-1998 johnmeyersr@hotmail.com
Peter Blackford
239-592-9814 priuspete@gmail.com
Anne Harruff, Past Secretary
Frank Altieri, Director At Large

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections,
MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.
All copy for inclusion must be received no later than

Ron Cordeau

the 15th of any even-numbered month.
Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating
to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.
Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc.,
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.
Call concerning commercial advertising rates .
No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any expressed opinion or statement.

Questions? Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
Sunshine Star
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Since our last newsletter our club has added 12 new members.
Unfortunately we had 10 members who did not renew, but we did have
47 members that did renew making our new total membership right at 407 members.
As always, I encourage you to get out there and invite any and everybody you think
might be interested in our club to sign up! Let’s shoot for 500 members!!
Tom Harruff; Membership Chair

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT.

Naples Breakfast Meeting, 26 January, 2019

Curtiss Alden of MB Naples made a case for always finding a qualified mechanic for your Mercedes. He told us that as of
2003 the electrical systems in the 1800 cars that were produced daily in Sindelfingen, Germany contained anywhere from 1-3
MILES of wire depending on the model. Can’t imagine trying to trace those connections!
Upcoming events were discussed:
Peter Blackford talked about the Amelia Island trip coming up in March. Lunch and Tampa Auto Museum tour is planned for
on the way up. We need to get an accurate count of members who will be joining us ASAP.
Glen Sholl is planning a trip to Renntech in Stuart, FL scheduled for Saturday, February 23 rd. Renntech is not normally open
on Saturday, but Mr. Hartmutt has graciously invited us back this year. Jonathon Casimini enthusiastically shared his perspective of Renntech based on the last visit. It is a cool place to experience. We’ll get detailed information for that out
ASAP.
Our annual picnic is set for March 3, 2019 at Lakes Park. 24 Members have already sent in their reservations! It should be a
great time. Flyers and reservation forms are available.
On Saturday, April 6, 2019 the Ladies of Mercedes will tour the Isabelle de Borchgrave: Fashioning Art from Paper exhibit
at Hayes Hall on the Artis-Naples campus. Lunch to follow at the Brio Tuscan Grille in the Waterside Shoppes, just a short
walk from the exhibit. Flyers for this event are now available.
Peter and Josie Lesler are back in town. It was good to see them! Peter spoke of upcoming Concours. He also said that there
is talk of bringing Star Tech to Melbourne, FL in Sept.
In closing the meeting Mal Newbourne stood up and offered kudos to Peter and Josie Lesler and Tom and Anne Harruff,
stating that they are the core of the club. They have certainly laid a good foundation for the rest of us to build on moving
forward.
Stay warm
Monica Cordeau
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Membership Report

Tom Harruff, Membership Chair SWFL

As of this writing our South-
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Editorial…
Here we are. Well on our way into the
New Year. It’s hard to believe that a
month has already gone by! So many
things happening, so many things to do,
so many people to see (already have had
dinner with a few of them). Personal
schedules to keep, and club events to look
forward to. Before we know it, the dog
days of summer will be upon us again!
One of the best things about this time of
year, especially where it concerns our
club, is that we get to renew aquaintances
with club members we haven’t seen for a
while. As Monica Cordeau mentioned in
her piece on the last Naples breakfast
meeting, it was great to see Peter and Josie Lessler again. They are such an instrumental part of our club, especially at
the National level, that it is almost an honor to have them in our section. We know

know that Peter has had some health issues
and it is great to see him back on his feet,
picking up right where he left off!
I too have had a couple of health issues and
it serves as a reminder that, as we move
down the road, we need to be as aware of
maintenance to ourselves as that of our
cars! Just as with your beloved Mercedes,
be sure to schedule that all important “tune
-up” at regularly scheduled intervals!
Don’t put it off!
While this issue of our newsletter looks
pretty much the same as always, I am considering ways to “change it up” a bit and
give it a bit of a new look. Not that this
current look is a bad one, but I guess it’s
just my creative juices flowing that have
me feeling like it might be nice to fiddle a
bit. We do have some constraints as it
relates to MBCA national and what we
cancannot

can and cannot do with the content herein,
but it does have the possibility for change.
Where I’m going with this is that it is
YOUR newsletter, and I am open to
suggestion regarding what you like, don’t
like, and would like to see added. My
email address is listed on page two of this
publication so, feel free to drop me a note
with your thoughts. I welcome them!
ENJOY THE YEAR!
Tom Starrett
Tom Starrett

About the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America
The Mercedes-Benz Club of America
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz enthusiast organization in the world. As a non
-profit 501(c)(7) organization, the Club
proudly serves close to 30,000 Members
who belong to one of 85 MBCA Sections
throughout North America. MBCA’s mission is to provide Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts with unique access to casual and
competitive car shows, cash savings on
new Mercedes-Benz vehicles, 24/7 online
technical advice, parts and accessory discounts at participating Mercedes-Benz
Dealerships, performance driving events,
safe driver training, plus world-class membership conventions not available elsewhere. A subscription to the Club’s 100+
page magazine, The Star, is delivered to
Members every other month and is included with annual membership dues of $55/
U.S.; $65/Canada & International.
MBCA’s national business office is headquartered in Colorado. For more information about membership and member
benefits, please visit www.mbca.org or call
800.637.2360 weekdays 8am-4:30pm Mtn
Time.

More Than a Car Club.
We’re a Community.sm
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Christopher Pakietur, REALTOR®
Luxury Real Estate Consultant

OFFICE: 239-206-8292
MOBILE: 239-287-1368

Email:
Chris@waterfronrealtygroup.com
Website: liveloveoldnaples.com

Classified: For Sale
 MBZ Tool Roll - lug wrench, 19/17 combo wrench,
17/13, 10/8. Pliers, screwdriver Phillips/straight, $50
 MBZ Tool Roll - lug wrench, 19 wrench, 19/17 combo, 17/14, 10/8, pliers, $50
Extra Stuff Sales by Ron Cordeau
239-322-8817, roncor@hotmail.com

Classified Ads: Member, M-B cars or parts, no charge. Limit 6
lines with or without one picture.
Non-member, M-B cars or parts, $10.00 per issue. Limit 6 lines.
Picture with ad, $15.00 per issue.

Classified Ads will be removed unless renewed at least
two weeks before publication of the next issue.
Sunshine Star

MBCA | Southwest Florida Section January/February 2019

11

Upcoming Events 2018

Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America

February 9th

Breakfast Meeting; Perkins Ft Myers; 6 mile Cypress & US 41 9:00am

February 9th

Cars on 5th Naples

February 16th

Pelican Preserve Car Show

February 23

Breakfast Meeting; Perkins Naples; Pine Ridge Rd 9:00am

February 23

Renntech Stuart Florida (see page 10)

March 3rd

Club Picnic Lakes Park Ft. Myers (see page 6)

March 3rd

B.I.G. (British, Italian, German) Car Show Cape Coral

March 7-10

Amelia Island Caravan, Cars & Coffee, and Concours

March 9th

Breakfast Meeting; Perkins Ft. Myers 6 Mile Cypress & US 41 9:00am

March 23rd

Breakfast Meeting Naples; Pine Ridge Rd. 9:00am

April 13th

Breakfast Meeting Perkins Ft. Myers 6 Milke Cypress and US 41 9:00am

April 16th

Ladies Of Mercedes Baker Museum Exhibit

April 20th

Club Car Show Mercedes Benz of Fort Myers

April 23

Breakfast Meeting Perkins Naples Pine Ridge Rd. 9:00am

Do We Have Your Current Email Address?
The Club and our own Section use electronic communications and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the
NBO know of any changes to your email address to ensure
up to date information with both the NBO and your Section.
Contact Membership Services with your updates…
mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360.

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web!
http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/
and...

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-FloridaMercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica/258407040951839

Questions? Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
Sunshine Star
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March 2019
MBCA: 2019 Amelia Island mini-tour by Peter Blackford
Return to Amelia
On the extended weekend of March 7-11 we will once again be touring up to the Amelia Island
Concours. The drive will begin early Thursday morning at our "usual" stepping off place - Cracker
Barrel located at Exit 141 on I-75.
From there we will proceed north to (TBD) where we will enjoy lunch at (also TBD). [This year’s sidetour will remain a mystery, for a short time....] This will be followed by a short drive to our evening
stop, at a nearby hotel to be designated. [but none of the foregoing is as time-critical as what follows]
Friday morning we will proceed on our own (there is typically an "early group" and a "later group",
depending on which auctions participants may wish to preview) arriving at in Jacksonville:
DoubleTree by Hilton Jacksonville Airport
2101 Dixie Clipper Drive
Jacksonville FL 32218, US
T: +1 9047411997
where you need to make a reservation (no rooms blocked this year, so first-come and all that) - and
breakfast is provided each day.
Friday evening we will have a group dinner, to be arranged….
Saturday will dawn clear and possibly chilly (bring some warmer-than-SWFL clothing - or plan a latenight trip to WalMart), when we will join our chosen few on the lawn at the Ritz for "Cars & Coffee". [NOTE: if you want to be on the lawn, we need your car info & a picture NOW! – ONLY a
few will be accepted.] Spectator admission is free on Saturday, and if you are accepted as a participant you'll also get free parking on the lawn.
There will also be a silent auction inside the hotel, as well as some interesting seminars & panel discussions. TICKETS for those are required - as well as for the Sunday main event - and do sell out!
See www.ameliaconcours.org for details (just the 'basic' Sunday ticket is all that's required, but other
options are available). Saturday is also a good opportunity to pick up your pre-purchased Sunday
tickets at will-call, to avoid the crush the day of the event. In the evening there will likely be an MBCA
multi-Section dinner in Old Fernandina Beach (historic seaport).
Sunday morning will find us enjoying an entirely different gathering of the most elegant cars from all
over the world on the lawn (OK, golf course) of the Ritz. Do stay for the judges introduction in midafternoon, and find seating next to the MBNA tent where chairs & bleachers will be provided.
After the show, we will (having checked out of the hotel in the morning) be sneaking southward off
the Island via a less-traveled road, along the coast (including a short ferry ride - maps provided) to
our final hotel - Hampton Inn & Suites on Vilano Beach (St. Augustine) [again, make your reservations ASAP, and plan an extra day there if you want to enjoy St.Augustine]. and night of the
10th (more, if you wish) at
Hampton Inn & Suites St. Augustine-Vilano Beach
95 Vilano Road
Saint Augustine FL 32084, US
T: +1 9048279797
This is will find us closer to home, where we can enjoy dinner close to the hotel.
For more info and details contact me at: priuspete@gmail.com
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