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Breakfast Meetings, 9 AM 
 

Ft. Myers area…Perkins @ 41 & 6 Mile 
Cypress Pkwy. 
2nd Saturday every month. 
Next Meetings -  December 14th, January 
11 

 


 

Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge Rd. 
4th Saturday every month. 
Next meetings -  November 23rd, Decem-
ber 28th  
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

President’s Perspective 

 

Changes: 

As year-end approaches, our local SW Florida section of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club looks forward to seeing our 
snowbird friends from the north. ‘We missed seeing you 
for a few months’, but hope to catch up when we get 
together at Breakfast meetings or perhaps at our annual Holiday Party on 
the first Sunday in December being held at Talis Park. 
More  than likely, we’ll exchange what has transpired and listen to what if 
any changes have been made in their lives. I’ve always enjoyed hearing 
from some of the enthusiasts saying: “I sold my old SL and bought a new 
Mercedes …..” (various models and years). Some of the members were 
very active in the change of cars, like Dick Davis. Always doing some-
thing…trading one model for another, giving one to the family, Dick has 
always showed his enthusiasm for Mercedes Benz and always caught my 
attention. Our interesting conversations have brought up costs of upkeep 
as well as values of different years and models. But alas, he recently con-
fided that he is now content with his stable and will not be changing in the 
future. Other members have sold and bought or traded in (changed) their 
auto for a variety of reasons. Tom Starrett has had several models before 
landing on his luxurious “S” model. Barb Nolan traded in her high mile, 
‘hard to get in/out’ of SLK for her dream of a 4 passenger blue Mercedes 
convertible. Tom Harruff over the years has changed various models, and 
no sooner had he acquired a retro Olds 442 convertible from his neighbor 
up north, he then gifted it to his family in Ohio. Chet Young has had sev-
eral interesting Mercedes over the years, older diesel models that were 
timeless. But change sometimes means being practical as he has settled on 
a more modern version. Some of the Lady members have discussed with 
me moving  into a newer model, usually trading in their older one.  
Change to them meant peace of mind with warranties and maintenance 
costs. And of course, Mario: he is constantly changing cars as he is in that 
business! His choices of buying and selling rare and iconic Mercedes are 
always a topic of conversation and awe. And, he is a big AMG fan. Some 
of his deals are shipped across the globe! For me, I’ve changed several 
cars over the 10 years that we’ve been in Florida. I miss that big white 
modified 126 Coupe! 
Just goes to show that “change is inevitable” -nothing is promised forever. 
And it applies to all of life: our aging, health, relationships, homes, and 
cars. Our leadership of this club will be changing also. If you would like 
to be a part of the club’s future and can volunteer some of your time, rec-
ognize your strengths and interest and please submit your name for con-
sideration. This would be for social activities and car events, to be-
coming an officer of the club. Don’t worry about the details, change 
your priorities and perhaps the direction of the club!  
All the best, 
 

Ron 

  

 

 

MBCA Southeast Regional Director:   
 Hank Webb  hankwebb58@bellsouth.net  

 

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: 
 

President:   Ron Cordeau 
 239-322-8817  roncor@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President:   Glen Sholl 

 239-272-1328  gsholl@comcast.net             
 

Secretary:   Monica Cordeau 

 239-322-9813   Monica.Cordeau@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer:  Joel Taub 
 239-549-0435  taub.joel@gmail.com 
 

Membership Chair:   Tom Harruff 
 239-591-8049   tharruff1813@comcast.net 
 

Newsletter Design/Editor:  Tom Starrett 
 941-347-7119   tomstarr74@comcast.net  
 
 

Facebook Ace:  Mario Puente 

 239-204-7434   mpuente-benz@hotmail.com  
 

Section Directors: The Officers named above, and  
  

 John (Jack) Meyer 
  239-450-1998   johnmeyersr@hotmail.com 
 

 Peter Blackford 

  239-592-9814   priuspete@gmail.com 
   

 Anne Harruff, Past Secretary 
  

 Frank Altieri, Director At Large 

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published 
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all 
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections, 
MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.  

All copy for inclusion must be received no later than  

the 15th of any even-numbered month.  

Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating 
to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.  

Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal 
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine 
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc., 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.  
Call concerning commercial advertising rates .  

No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any ex-
pressed opinion or statement. 
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Peter Blackford has once again made arrangements for our club to participate at the 2020 Amelia Island Concours! 
DATES FOR THIS YEAR’S EVENT ARE MARCH 5TH—8TH 2020 

Peter has contracted for a block of rooms at the Doubletree Hotel Jacksonville Airport. Cost is $134.00 per night. 
As always, Peter will conduct a caravan from Naples/Fort Myers to the site, scheduled to arrive on Friday the 6th. 

Limited participation is available at the annual “CARS AND COFFEE” on Saturday the 7th, with the main show event to be 
held on Sunday, March 8th. 

Space is extremely limited so, if you are interested in joining the group please contact Peter ASAP @ 
 

priuspete@gmail.com 

On October 26th members of the SWFL MBCA participated in the inaugural 
Revs Institute CARS & COFFEE.  A limited number of patrons also were able to tour this iconic  

Collection of superb automobiles! 
Immediately thereafter, we held our usual Monthly Naples meeting at  

Wahoo’s Restaurant a short distance from the Institute. 
THANKS TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED! 
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     Membership Report                         
Tom Harruff, Membership Chair SWFL 
 

As of this writing our South-
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Editorial…  

They represent who we are, how we feel, 
what we’ve accomplished, what we value, 
and both where we have been, and where we 
are going.  Think about that for just a minute. 
In this completely chaotic world, you have 
opted to “join in” with nearly 400 other like-
minded people here, in our little corner of 
Southwest Florida. We have all said, “this is 
where I want to be, and this is who I want to 
be with.”  There is a certain profound value in 
that.  And what better time to contemplate on 
it than right now, over Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.   

So, this year, amid all the festivities that the 
holidays bring, take a moment to smile and 
reflect on how great it is to be part of a group 
of individuals, all brought together by a mys-
tical piece of technology called a Mercedes 
Benz. 

 

Tom S 

 

About the  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz en-
thusiast organization in the world. As a non
-profit 501(c)(7) organization, the Club 
proudly serves close to 30,000 Members 
who belong to one of 85 MBCA Sections 
throughout North America. MBCA’s mis-
sion is to provide Mercedes-Benz enthusi-
asts with unique access to casual and 
competitive car shows, cash savings on 
new Mercedes-Benz vehicles, 24/7 online 
technical advice, parts and accessory dis-
counts at participating Mercedes-Benz 
Dealerships, performance driving events, 
safe driver training, plus world-class mem-
bership conventions not available else-
where. A subscription to the Club’s 100+ 
page magazine, The Star, is delivered to 
Members every other month and is includ-
ed with annual membership dues of $55/
U.S.; $65/Canada & International.  
 

MBCA’s national business office is head-
quartered in Colorado. For more infor-
mation about membership and member 
benefits, please visit www.mbca.org or call 
800.637.2360 weekdays  8am-4:30pm Mtn 
Time.  
 

More Than a Car Club.  
We’re a Community.sm    

 
So, here we are. The November/
December issue of the Sunshine Star.  
Another year in the books.  Another mo-
ment, yet again, to ask “where did it go?” 
 
Indeed, where did the time go? Before 
you know it, it will be time for our annual 
farewell picnic at Lakes Park and it will 
be back to our summer routine.  But, until 
then, we all have the opportunity to enjoy 
the many functions and fun things our 
club has in store. First up is our Christmas 
Party at Talis Park. This is always one of 
the highlights of the year, and easily the 
most participated event on our calendar.  
But not to be out done, we have many 
worthwhile functions for our members to 
look forward to. What is shaping up to be 
an annual tour and luncheon for the La-
dies of Mercedes at Shangri - La Springs,   

Tech sessions at Renn-Tech, the annual 
Amelia Island Car Show, our very own 
car show at Mercedes Benz of Fort My-
ers, theater nights at the Broadway Palm, 
anticipated driving events to places like 
Muscle Car City. There has even been 
talk of visiting Sebring Raceway for the 
24 hours at Sebring. 
 
My point in mentioning all of this is that 
here, as we approach our two favorite 
Holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
we have a lot to look forward to, and a lot 
to be thankful for. Let us all take a mo-
ment to “take stock” of our lives, our  
future, and our club.  It’s a great club, and 
we are all blessed to be in possession of 
the prime ticket into that club, the pas-
sion, love, and in most cases, ownership 
of a Mercedes Benz automobile! 
 
These cars of ours represent something. 

 

http://www.mbca.org
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On Monday, October 21st we had an excellent turnout for our SWFL MBCA 5th Annual 

Oktoberfest Dinner! There were only a couple empty seats in the entire place. The 

Black Forest Mill Restaurant in North Naples is typically closed on Mondays. However, our 
hosts Klaus and Monika Bokelmann and their staff, graciously gave up a day off and once 
again did a fantastic job of making this an event that our members truly appreciated. Klaus 

and Monika were each presented with a Mercedes Benz pen as a token of our appreciation. 
A mouthwatering variety of German classic dishes were offered on the menu. The food was 
delicious and plentiful. Choices! Choices! So hard to decide! The Oktoberfest Sampler Plat-

ter contained quite a variety of meats! Plenty to take home for Tuesday. The Chicken Black 
Forest was scrumptious. The Schnitzel Wiener Style took up almost the entire plate, it was 
HUGE!  The service by all the staff was superb. And the friendship and comradery shared 

by those of us in attendance was enjoyed by everyone. Section President Ron Cordeau took 
a little time to peruse the guest list ahead of time and suggested seating members with com-
mon interests together.  Conversations were lively at every table and some of us may have 

learned things about other members that we had not previously known.  That’s how we do it 
in SWFL. Members become friends and friends become family. Thanks to everyone who 
came out to join us! 
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Questions?  Call your Section Officer at 239-322-8817,  
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT.  Or visit www.mbca.org 

 

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web! 
http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/ 

and... 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-
Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-

America/258407040951839  

Do We Have Your Current Email Address? 
The Club and our own Section use electronic communica-
tions and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the 
NBO know of any changes to your email address to ensure 
up to date information with both the NBO and your Section. 
Contact Membership Services with your updates…   
 mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Upcoming Events 2019 
Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America  

November 23rd Breakfast Meeting NAPLES; Perkins, Pine Ridge Rd. 9:00am 

December 1st Annual Christmas Party Talis Park Naples. 6:00pm to 10:00pm 

December 14 Breakfast Meeting Fort Myers; Perkins, Corner of US 41 and Six Mile Cypress  9:00am 

December 25th CHRISTMAS. Merry Christmas to all! 

December 28th Breakfast Meeting Naples: Perkins on Pine Ridge Rd 9:00am 

January 11 2020 Breakfast Meeting Fort Myers; Perkins Corner of US 41 and Six Mile Cypress 9:00am 

January 11 2020 Ladies of Mercedes luncheon and tour; Shangri-la Springs  11:00am 

January 25 Breakfast Meeting Naples; Perkins on Pine Ridge Rd. 9:00am 

  

March 5th – 8th Amelia Island Concours 

  

  

  

  

http://southwestflorida.mbca.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America/258407040951839


                             Sunshine Star     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section   November/December  

 



                             Sunshine Star     MBCA | Southwest Florida Section   November/December  

 

Classified:  For Sale 

Classified Ads:  Member, M-B cars or parts, no charge. Limit 6  
         lines with or without one picture. 
 

Non-member, M-B cars or parts, $10.00 per issue.  Limit 6 lines. 
  Picture with ad, $15.00 per issue. 
 

Classified Ads will be removed unless renewed at least 
two weeks before publication of the next issue. 

 MBZ Tool Roll - lug wrench, 19/17 combo wrench, 
17/13, 10/8. Pliers, screwdriver Phillips/straight, $50 
 

 MBZ Tool Roll - lug wrench, 19 wrench, 19/17 com-
bo, 17/14,  10/8, pliers, $50 
 Extra Stuff Sales by  Ron Cordeau 
 239-322-8817,   roncor@hotmail.com  

Meet Ane Harruff 
The beginning of 
our love affair with 
Mercedes Benz be-

BENZ CONNECTION of NAPLES has proven to be the ultimate 
dealer alternative for Mercedes Benz and BMW repairs and service 
for 9 years running! 

 BENZ CONNECTION is better, cheaper,  
and faster than the dealer, and offers speedy, 
high quality auto repairs at affordable prices.  
We are well known for our personalized ser-
vice, and our technicians are held accounta-
ble for providing superior service and devel-
oping a lasting rapport with our customers. 
 

We are ready when you are so, if you are in need of repair or service 
to your Mercedes or BMW and are looking for a shop you count on to 
build an honest relationship, look no further than BENZ                 
CONNECTION of Naples.   

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT! 
239-774-9290 

3126 Davis Blvd. Naples FL 34104 
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