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“Ouwr first trip to Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance was a fantastic ex-
perience. We had never seen so many exquisite and exotic cars in one
place. There was so much to see and do around the Ritz Carlton. Great
venue. Peter [Blackford] did a super and thoughtful job in organizing our

members. We met many new friends as well.”

Carol and Glen Morrow
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We’re a Community!”

Ft. Myers area... Mimi’s Café
2nd Saturday of most months.
Next Meetings - May 9, June 13
- it e e i
Naples area... Perkins on Pine Ridge

4th Saturday of most months.
Next meetings - May 23, June 27
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From the President

Greetings to all and welcome to our 17 new mem-
bers, 3 new associate members, 40 dual section
members, and 25 renewed members since 2-27-15. Our
Section membership currently stands at 418 members (as
of 5-01-15) and we have gained 38 new members so far
this year. Since 1-01-15 we have had 10 members trans-
fer in to SWFL from other MBCA Sections. We welcome
these new and transferred members to SWFL and look
forward to seeing each of you at a future Section event.
Please keep up the good work recruiting new members
and renew your individual effort to bring in at least
one hew member this year!

If you are happy with your Section, your Section’s activi-
ties, and the benefits of MBCA membership, you will be
our best spokesman for recruiting new Club members.
We are still looking for members interested in volunteer-
ing to become Directors of SWFL to help us in the man-
agement of your Section.

Congratulations to all of our 27 Section members who dis-
played or participated in our 11"™ Annual Car Show at
Mercedes-Benz of Fort Myers. Seven trophies were
awarded with Al Rubin being selected for the People’s
Choice award, the Fort Myers Dealer's award and the
Best Looking Silver Car award. Way to go Al. What a
great display of Mercedes-Benz automobiles. Even the
dealership employees were impressed..

By the time you receive this newsletter we will have had
our 2" Annual Farewell Picnic to say farewell to our win-
ter residents as they prepare to return to the north. It was
at Lakes Park in Fort Myers, attended by over 50 mem-
bers and the food from Famous Dave’s satisfied every-
one’s appetite. Our thanks to Joel and Sylvia Taub for
again taking on the planning of this great event.

We hope that you have enjoyed our past season in SWFL
as we have enjoyed participating with all of you at our
events. The Breakfast Meetings and other events have
been well attended and the feedback has been positive.

Summer and rainy season are rapidly approaching plus
Anne and | have some summer time family commitments
up North. We will be slowing down our event schedule
with both Breakfast meetings still on the schedule but for
two or three months our third weekend will be open for
anyone who wants to plan an event. Contact VP Glen
Sholl about event planning.

We hope to see you at our upcoming Breakfast meetings
at Mimi’s in Fort Myers each 2" Saturday of the month
and at Perkins on Pine Ridge in Naples each 4™ Saturday
of the month.

Tom Harruff, President, SWFL MBCA

SWFL OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:

President: Tom Harruff
239-591-8049 tharruff1813@comcast.net

Vice President/Treasurer: Glen Sholl
239-272-1328 gsholl@comcast.net

Secretary: Anne Harruff
239-591-8049 AnneHarruff@comcast.net

Section Directors: The Officers named above, and

John Meyer

239-450-1998 johnmeyersr@hotmail.com
Ron Cordeau

239-322-8817 roncor@hotmail.com
Thomas Starrett

941-347-7119 tomstarr74@comcast.net

Southeast Regional Director: Pierre Hedary
407-765-2867 mbownersforlife@bellsouth.net

Membership Chair: Anita Kinderman
239-592-0926 SWFLMBCAmembership@gmail.com

Sunshine Star Publisher: Tom Harruff
1943 Empress Ct., Naples, FL 34110
239-591-8049 tharruff1813@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor/Director: Jerry Kinderman
239-592-0926 editor.swflmbca@yahoo.com

Webmaster/Director: Peter Blackford
239-592-9813 priuspete@gmail.com

Facebook: Mario Puente
239-204-7434 mpuente-benz@hotmail.com

The Southwest Florida Section Sunshine Star newsletter is published
on odd-numbered months. It is mailed electronically or via post to all
members of the Section, appropriate members of other Sections,
MBCA executives and our valued advertisers.

All copy for inclusion should be received no later than the first of any
even-numbered month.

Any technical tips, automotive experiences or interesting items relating
to Mercedes-Benz are encouraged and welcome.

Members may advertise to buy or sell, free of charge, any personal
Mercedes-Benz auto, part or accessory. All insertions in the Sunshine
Star are the opinions and statements of the writers, advertisers, etc.,
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this Section or MBCA.
Call concerning commercial advertising rates .

No authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any ex-
pressed opinion or statement.

Questions? Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,
or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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WELcoME NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATES, AND SECTION TRANSFERS
TO THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SECTION, MBCA!

Since the last newsletter; William Etzweiler, F Lee Garrison, John Guze, David Kempa,

Rainer Lehmann, Michael and Lynn Mariotti, Richard McCarthy, James Mehrer,
Michael Miller, Donald and Denise Mitchell, Michael Sischo, Uli Stich, David Vander Kam,
Michele and Donald Weeden, Darryl Young, and David Zebny
And our Section Transfers; David Squires, C. De Salvo, Dr. Holger Schilske, and F. Lee Garrison
We’'re so glad you’ve joined us!
And Thank You to our 24 Renewed Members for your continuing MBCA Membership!

Cruising The Southwest Florida Waters Tom Harruff story and photos

Sunday March 22, 2015 Thanks to typically seamless organizational skills of Section
members Tom and Loretta Starrett, twenty members and associates of the SWFL
Section embarked on a fantastic two hour brunch cruise through Sanibel Harbor, the
Gulf of Mexico, and San Carlos Bay. We experienced a relaxing voyage aboard
the100 foot luxury yacht, Sanibel Harbour Princess, while enjoying delicious cuisine
and magnificent views of Florida's southwest Gulf coast.

Our almost-private dining area in the upstairs salon pro-
vided panoramic views of the whole trip while the food
was to die for. Most started their brunch with Bloody
Mary’s or Mimosa and finished with Cheese cake or
chocolate cake and coffee.

Four attendees were Canadian multiple Section mem-
bers of the SWFL Section. As we left the Yacht all
wanted to add this as a continuing event for our SWFL
Section.

If you missed this year, look forward to attending next
year so that we can fill the upper cabin of the Princess.

On the way to
Amelia Island

Several members fol-
lowed Peter Blackford’s
well-orchestrated
backroads route.

Mid-point destination
was the Grand Oaks
Resorts and Carriage
Museum in Weirsdale,

FL, for lunch, a docent-guided museum tour and carriage ride.

After that very interesting and fun interlude, some stayed the night in Ocala,

others continued on to Amelia Island.
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I was very surprised to win a first place trophy with all the beautiful,
expensive exotic cars on display at the Naples-Marco Island Region
AACA Antique Car Show at the Depot held on a beautiful, warm sun-

ny day on March 21st.

There were only 10 Categories for judging. My class was "Production
1964 to 1970". After I didn't hear my name mentioned for 3rd or 2nd
place, I kind of gave up. Then at the announcement, wow what excite-

ment!

The car is a 1970 Mercedes-Benz 300 SEL 6.3, w109 chassis with 45K miles that I have owned for the past three years. All the hard work

cleaning the car, and attention to detail were certainly worth it!

Ron Cordeau story and photos

Detailing Clinic; A Clean Car Is A Happy Car!

A comprehensive clinic on the fine points of paint, trim, and the
preservation and shine thereof kept the attention of a lively group of
SWFL Section members on Saturday, April 4, 2015. Our host for the
event was Mario Passos of Mario Brothers Detailing, in his dedicat-
ed shop at 4760 Enterprise Ave, Naples Florida.

Mario and his team spe-
cialize in bringing a show
finish to your auto, boat,
motorcycle, RV or your
plane, should you happen
to have one. | believe his
shop could hold an RV,
but a plane would stretch
it. With a selection of
professional tools, appli-
cators, products and
knowledge at hand they're
ready for any type of de-

tail, interior or exterior.
Just learning of the many different types of ‘microfiber’ rags took

many by surprise. Some are soft as lamb’s wool, with lesser quality
being near steel wool, all with their own purpose. It's so important to
know how it'll affect the appearance of your paint; those with dark or
black surfaces know the familiar ‘spider web’ effect of using the wrong
products.

Audience participation was abundant with questions ranging from
types of clay bar to the use of de-ionized water (good). It was appar-
ent that our members wanted to know the best (and quick) ways of
the fine art of preserving the appearance of their prized Mercedes,

whatever the year or model.

Mario Brothers Detailing, a
member of the International
Detailing Association, also
offers the only local author-
ized application of “Ceramic
Pro” paint protection, and
his demonstration on his
own car was impressive.
Depending on the level, you
could avoid the polish and
wax procedure for years to

come. Tempting?

Sunshine STAR
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MEETS SWFL SECTION MBCA

It started with Cars and Coffee on the green... The SLs gathered at the M-B pavilion...

Sir Stirling Moss
welcomes the
SWFL Section MBCA
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Well, there are Concours at Amelia Island, Pebble Beach, etc., all very nice,

but then, there is the Southwest Florida Section’s 11th Annual Car Show Funcours
Held in cooperation with Mercedes-Benz of Ft. Myers, April 18, 2015

Who has more fung

Mal says his SL
Who names their car «Jezebel”? sleeps 2.

Of course your
pet is welcome,
and we love to
see interest from
younger folks.

Pete Lesler
conducted a
clinic on
Preservation
Class.
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Editorial Blather ...

In your sweaty hands is the May/June
issue that covers our busiest time; where
we’ve done so much as a Section there
just isn’t room enough for all the photos,
stories, reports, cows, and stuff. So, |
cram in as much as | can, then scatter
more around in the summer issues.

Anita’s and my first trip to Amelia Con-
cours was...simply overwhelming.

Running around trying to see it ALL, and
still missed seeing things. What a blast!

Of course some would say our SWFL
Funcours has it beat. And this year’s rec-
ord participation, vehicles from gas and
diesel daily drivers to the SLS, SLR, and
SLS Black Series, and a Mercedes
Sprinter RV, well, there was something to
satisfy everyone.

And add a great lunch selection provided
by Mercedes-Benz of Ft. Myers... well |

didn’t see anyone going hungry, for food
or eye candy! Thank you, M-B Ft Myers!

Hey, did you know: MBCA dues are set
to increase very shortly, save 6 bucks (or
more) and renew now.

Be a SWFL Volunteer! Help share in the
fun of running this Section. Tom will wel-
come your enthusiasm!

Moooving along,
Jerry

About the Mercedes-Benz Club of
America

The Mercedes-Benz Club of America
(MBCA) is the largest Mercedes-Benz
enthusiast organization in the world.
As a non-profit 501(c)(7) organization,
the Club proudly serves close to
30,000 Members who belong to one of
85 MBCA Sections throughout North
America. MBCA’s mission is to pro-

The excited crowd at
Amelia Island poured
in just as the mowing
crew finished, leaving
nothing behind..

vide Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts with
unique access to casual and competi-
tive car shows, cash savings on new
Mercedes-Benz vehicles, 24/7 online
technical advice, parts and accessory
discounts at participating Mercedes-
Benz Dealerships, performance driv-
ing events, safe driver training, plus
world-class membership conventions
not available elsewhere. A subscrip-
tion to the Club’s 100+ page maga-
zine, The Star, is delivered to Mem-
bers every other month and is includ-
ed with annual membership dues
($49/U.S.; $59/Canada & Internation-
al).

MBCA'’s national business office is
headquartered in Colorado. For more
information about membership and
member benefits, please visit
www.mbca.org or call 800.637.2360
weekdays 8am-4:30pm Mtn Time.
More Than a Car Club. We’re a

Community.*™

Sunshine STAR
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The back row before Breakfast
at Perkins, March 28

“More Than a Car Club.

We’re a Community!”

33 Members enjoyed great food,
beautiful cars and "Mercedes
talk" during our monthly break-
fast meeting at Mimi's Café in
Fort Myers.

A refreshing surprise for all was
the presence of Loretta Starrett.
WELCOME BACK LORETTA!!

Bill Etzweiler (here in red shorts)
brought his new SL400 Bi-
Turbo. What a ride!!

Story and photo Mario Puente

Questions? Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049

Sunshine STAR
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Classified: For Sale

1980 Mercedes-Benz 450SLC

$14,500 obo Mileage: 73,250 Exterior: Blue / Interior:
Beige. Very well maintained vehicle in EXCELLENT
CONDITION (mechanically and physically). Perfect col-
lectors vehicle. Enjoy driving without putting any expens-
es into it. Serviced by European Motors. Please contact
for further information! Call 239-248-0623 or email at
service@europeanmotorsofnaples.com.

1985 Mercedes-Benz 500SEC Coupe
Champagne/Beige; Runs well; Needs some work; FL all-
year; 122,000 mi; RWD; Serviced regularly at European
Motors of Naples. $3700 OBO; Call 216-470-5493

1980 Mercedes-Benz 300D
Chocolate exterior over tan interior, 131K miles, $8,000.
239-450-1998.

OVER 400 SWFL MBCA MEMBERS AND COUNTLESS
OTHER M-B PEOPLE WILL SEE YOUR STUFF... FREE!
Advertise your M-B car or car parts here, free
for members! Non-members, just $10.00 per
issue, 4 lines; with picture, $15.00.

Mooove it out!

I
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Upcoming Events of Interest to Our Members
Southwest Florida Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America

DATE 2015 EVENTS CONTACT
May 3 SWEFL Section 2nd Annual Farewell Picnic, Lakes Park, Ft. Myers 239-549-0435
May 9 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049
May 23 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049
June 12-14  StarTech 2015, Cincinnati OH, startech2015.mbca.org
June 13 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi's Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049
June 27 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049
July 11 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi's Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049
July 25 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049
August 8 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Mimi’s Café, Ft. Myers, 8:30 AM 239-591-8049
August 27 SWEFL Section Breakfast Meeting at Perkins, Naples, 9:00 AM 239-591-8049

Do We Have Your Current Email Address?

and we email our newsletters. So be sure to let the NBO
know of any changes to your email address to ensure up to
date information with both the NBO and your Section.
Contact Debbie Gonzales with your updates... E : Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-
Debbie@mbca.org or call 1-800-637-2360.

The Club and our own Section use electronic communications http://southwestflorida.mb

Southwest Florida Section MBCA On The Web!

ca.org/

and...

http://www.facebook.com/pages/SW-Florida-

America/258407040951839

Questions? Call your Section Officer at 239-591-8049,

or our National Business Office at 1-800-637-2360 M-F 8am-5pm MT. Or visit www.mbca.org
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